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Response to Amendment 

1 . This communication is responsive to the amendment filed on January 27, 2010. 

2. Claims 1-6 have been amended. 

3. Claims 7-9 have been added. 

4. Claims 1-9 are pending. 

5. Claims 1-9 are rejected. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

6. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

7. Claim 5 recites the limitation "receiving the first session closing request signal" in 
page 5 line 3. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

8. Claim 5, in page 4, has the limitation "an execution of the reservation process 
being triggered by closing of the call session that was opened". In addition, Claim 5, in 
page 5 states the limitation "a reservation process executer that executes the 
reservation process ... upon receiving the first (call) session closing request signal". 
These two limitations in a way contradict each other. The first limitation indicates that 
the reservation process will not be executed before closing the call session. However, 
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the second limitation indicates that the reservation process can be executed before 
closing the call session but after receiving the request to close the session. Thus, for the 
purpose of examining, the examiner assumes that the second limitation is "a reservation 
process executerthat executes the reservation process ... upon closing the call 
session". 

9. Claim 5, in page 5 lines: 1-2, states the limitation "a reservation process executer 
that executes the reservation process, which is set while the call session is open,". This 
limitation as claimed gives the impression that the process of setting the reservation is 
done concurrently or later than the process of executing the reservation process. For 
the purpose of examining, the examiner assumes that the limitation is "a reservation 
process executer that executes the reservation process, which was set while the 
call session was still open". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 0. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1 1 . Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Choung 
et al (Patent. No.: 6,295,550 B1). 
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As per claim 1, Choung discloses: a transmitting terminal apparatus 
in a communication system that performs voice communication using a 
session set between the transmitting terminal apparatus and a receiving 
terminal apparatus, through a session control server that performs 
hierarchical control of session, including the call session (Choung, Fig 3) 
wherein the transmitting terminal apparatus can be the terminal 102.1 and the 
session control server can be item 116 and the receiving terminal apparatus can 
be terminal 102.2, the transmitting terminal apparatus comprising: 

a session opening request signal transmitter that transmits a 
session opening request signal for requesting opening of the call session 
with a receiving terminal apparatus, to the session control server (Choung, 
Fig 7-8, col 7 lines: 23-27) wherein the session opening request signal 
transmitter as claimed can be the transmitter responsible for transmitting a 
request to send session list to the control server; 

a reservation process setting request signal transmitter that, while 
the session call is open, transmits a reservation process setting request 
signal for requesting the setting of a reservation process (Choung, Fig 9-1 0, 
12, col 9 lines: 5-32) wherein the reservation process setting request signal 
transmitter as claimed can be the transmitter responsible for transmitting the 
session list which includes information related to the leading terminal schedule 
and information related to establishing collaborative browsing (the reserved 
process) by a new leading terminal according to the schedule information, an 
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execution of the reservation process being triggered by dosing the call 
session, to the control server (Choung, col 1 1 lines: 10-20). The execution of 
the reservation process is triggered by closing the call session since the 
executing of the collaborative browsing by the new leading terminal is triggered 
to start after ending the current leading terminal collaborative browsing; and 

a session closing request signal transmitter that transmits a session 
closing request signal for requesting the closing of the call session, to the 
session control server (Choung, Fig 12, steps 1214); wherein the closing 
request signal transmitter as claimed can be the transmitter responsible for 
ending the call session; 

As per claim 2, claim 1 is incorporated and Choung further discloses 
a session hierarchical operation requester that requests a change 
operation of a hierarchical relationship among a plurality of sessions that 
are open (Choung, Fig 12, col 11 lines:1-21); Choung teaches the process of 
changing the leading terminal status by selecting the next available leading 
terminal which can be the process of changing operation of a hierarchical 
relationship among a plurality of opened sessions as claimed; 

As per claim 3, claim 2 is incorporated and Choung further discloses 
that said hierarchical relationship is specified by a session ID assigned to 
each of the plurality of sessions (Choung, Fig 8, col 7 lines: 1-5) wherein the 
session ID can be the session name which defines the session; 
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As per claim 4, Choung further discloses a receiving terminal 
apparatus in a communication system that performs voice communication 
using a call session set between a transmitting terminal apparatus and the 
receiving terminal apparatus through a session control server that 
performs hierarchical control of sessions, including the call session 
(Choung, Fig 3) wherein the transmitting terminal apparatus can be the terminal 
102.1 and the session control server can be item 116 and the receiving terminal 
apparatus can be terminal 102.2, the transmitting terminal apparatus 
comprising: 

a session opening request signal receiver that receives a session 
opening request requesting the opening of the call session from the 
session control server (Choung, Fig 6-7, col 2 lines: 4-6 ); 

a session opener that opens the call session with the transmitting 
terminal apparatus according to the received session opening request 
(Choung, Fig 6-7, col 2 lines: 4-10); 

a reservation process execution request signal receiver that receives 
a reservation process execution request signal transmitted from the 
session control server, according to a reservation process set by the 
transmitting terminal apparatus while the call session is open, an execution 
of the reservation process being triggered by closing of the call session; 
and a reservation process executer that executes the reservation process 
according to the received reservation process execution request signal; 
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and (Choung, col 11 lines: 1-20); 

a session closing request signal receiver that receives a session 

control request signal transmitted from the session control server, 

according to a request of the closing of the call session of the transmitting 

terminal apparatus (Choung, Fig 12, steps 1214); 



As per claim 5, Choung further discloses a session control 
apparatus comprising: 

a session opening request signal receiver that receives a session 
opening request requesting the opening of a call session between a 
transmitting terminal apparatus and a receiving terminal apparatus 
specified by the transmitting terminal apparatus (Choung, Fig 3) wherein the 
transmitting terminal apparatus can be the terminal 102.1 and the session control 
server can be item 116 and the receiving terminal apparatus can be terminal 
102.2 

a reservation process setting request signal receiver that, while the 
call session is open, receives a reservation process setting request signal 
for requesting setting of a reservation process, an execution of the 
reservation process being triggered by closing of the call session that is 
open (Choung, Fig 9-10, 12, col 9 lines: 5-32); 

a session closing request signal receiver that receives a first session 
closing request signal for requesting the closing of the call session that is 
open (Choung, Fig 12, steps 1214); 



Application/Control Number: 10/537095 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2448 

a hierarchy setter that sets a hierarchal relationship among a 
plurality of sessions, including the call session that are open according to 
the received session opening request (Choung, Fig 12, col 11 lines:1 -21 ); 
Choung teaches the process of relating terminals as leading terminal and 
following terminals thus setting a hierarchal relationship among a plurality of 
sessions; 

a hierarchy updater that updates the set hierarchal relationship that 
is set, according to the received first session closing request signal 

(Choung, Fig 12, col 11 lines:1-21); Choung teaches the process of changing the 
leading terminal status by selecting the next available leading terminal which can 
be the process of setting a hierarchal relationship among a plurality of opened 
sessions as claimed; 

a reservation process setter that, while the call session is open, sets 
a reservation process that is executed after the call session is closed, 
according to the received reservation process setting request signal 
(Choung, col 11 lines: 10-20). The execution of the reservation process is 
triggered by closing the call session since the executing of the collaborative 
browsing by the new leading terminal is triggered to start after ending the current 
leading terminal collaborative browsing; 

a reservation process executer that executes the reservation 
process, which was set while the call session was still open, according to 
the received first session closing request signal, upon closing the call 
session; and (Choung, col 1 1 lines: 20-25); 
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a session closing request signal transmitter that transmits a second 
session closing request signal for requesting the closing of the session 
between the transmitting terminal apparatus and the receiving terminal 
apparatus specified by the terminal apparatus according to the closing of 
the reservation process that is executed (Choung, Fig 6-7, col 7 lines: 59-67); 
Choung teaches that the collaborative controller program informs the terminals 
that the session has been completed when it determines to end the session after 
the execution of the needed process (retrieving web pages, establishing voice 
channels); 

As per claim 6, claim 5 is incorporated and Choung further discloses 
a session hierarchical operation request signal receiver that receives a 
session hierarchical operation request signal for requesting a change 
operation of the hierarchical relationship among the plurality of sessions 
that are open; and a hierarchy changer that changes the hierarchical 
relationship according to the received session hierarchical operation 
request signal (Choung, Fig 12, col 11 lines:1-21); Choung teaches the process 
of requesting to change the leading terminal and changing the leading terminal 
status by selecting the next available leading terminal; 

As per claim 7, claim 5 is incorporated and Choung further discloses 
a storage that stores event operation control data that includes at least one 
reservation process in association with a session, wherein the reservation 
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process setter stores the reservation process in association with the call 
session that is open, in accordance with the received reservation process 
setting request signal (Choung, col 4 lines: 23-26, 33-35); 

As per claim 8, claim 7 is incorporated and Choung further discloses 
that the reservation process executer searches the event operation control 
data to retrieve the reservation process associated with the call session, 
upon receiving the first session closing request signal, and executes the 
retrieved reservation process (Choung, col 1 1 lines:1 -21 ); 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

12. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

13. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Choung 
et al (Patent. No.: 6,295,550 B1 ) and further in view of Hatakeyama (Pub. No.: US 
2003/0065680 A1). 



As per claim 9, claim 1 is incorporated and Choung discloses that 
the reservation process setting request signal transmitter transmits the 
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reservation process setting request signal including the reservation 
process. Choung does not specifically disclose the reservation process 
setting request signal transmitter transmits a trigger event specifying that 
the reservation process is executed upon closing of the call session. 
However, Hatakeyama discloses that the reservation process setting request 
signal transmitter transmits the reservation process setting request signal 
including the reservation process and a trigger event specifying that the 
reservation process is executed upon closing of the call session 
(Hatakeyama, Fig 4, paragraph 0086-0089). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of invention was made to incorporate Hatakeyama teaching of 
transferring trigger information as claimed into Choung method because this 
would have provided a way to notify in advanced the following terminals when 
the first leading terminal session will be ended; 

Response to Arguments 

14. Applicant's argument filed on 01/27/2010 has been fully considered but they are 
not related to the current rejection mapping. For Example, Applicant argued that the first 
session, which creates the group of sessions is not a call session established between 
the terminal apparatus and receiving terminal apparatus. However, in the current 
rejection, the call session in not mapped to the session that creates the group of 
sessions. Instead, the call session is mapped to the session used to establish, through 
a server, a collaborative browsing session between terminals having one of the 
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terminals as the first leading terminal. 

In addition, examiner draw the applicant attention to the fact that the claims 1-9 are 
apparatus claims. APPARATUS CLAIMS MUST BE STRUCTUR-ALLY 
DISTINGUISHABLE FROM THE PRIOR ART. 

Since the claims language, as currently represented, do not claim a specific structure to 
perform the claimed functions limitations included in the apparatus claims, examiner 
believes that these functions are performed by the software running over the apparatus 
and thus these functions does not necessarily affect the structure of the apparatus. 
Therefore, even if the prior art apparatus does not teach such functions, apparatus 
claims as currently claimed are not structurally distinguishable from the prior art. 
For example, the limitation "an execution of the reservation process being triggered by 
closing of the call session" recited in claim 1, the current claim language does not 
disclose the distinguishable structure responsible for performing the triggering function. 



Conclusion 

15. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HAMZA ALGIBHAH whose telephone number is 
(571)270-7212. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 7:30AM- 
5:00PM, EST, Alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Firmin Backer can be reached on 571-272-67036703. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
/HAMZA ALGIBHAH/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2448 

/FIRMIN BACKER/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2448 



